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REF: BEIRUT 7688 

1 . SUMMARY. MAJOR BATTLE IN THE METN. TRIPOLI DEFENDERS 
HARD PRESSED. SARKIS CONTINUES MEET POLITICAL FIGURES, 
INCLUDING CHAMOUN WHO HAS GIVEN HINT OF MODERATING HIS 
POSITION ON PALESTINIAN RETREAT FROM MOUNTAINS. LEFTIST 
RADIO SAYS FRENCH PEACE-KEEPING FORCE WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE IF 
AL APPROVED, BUT HASAN SABRI KHOLI SAYS HE OPPOSES USE OF 
NON-ARAB FORCE. KATAEB CONGRESS PLANNED. REPORTED 
ISRAELI ATTACK ON JUNBLATT WHILE ENROUTE TO CAIRO FOR 
DISCUSSIONS WITH FAHMI AND SADAT. KHOLI PESSIMISTIC ON 
POSSIBILITIES REOPENING AIRPORT SOON. FRENCH MEDICINES 
ARRIVE IN JOUNIEH. END SUMMARY. 

2. GROUND SITUATION: BATTLE IN THE MOUNTAINS. SEPT 27 
RELATIVELY CALM BUT SEP 28 BRINGS MAJOR BATTLE IN THE METN. 

WE UNDERSTAND ALL RIGHTIST FORCES HAVE BEEN ON ALERT 
SINCE LATE SEP 27 AND FATAH UNITS PUT ON EXTREME ALERT 
EARLY SEP 28. AL MOHARRIR REPORTS HEAVY SYRIAN 
REINFORCEMENTS, INCLUDING 30 TANKS AND ARMORED 
VEHICLES AT SOFAR AND ZAHLE AT "GATES OF THE METN" 

AND SAYS RIGHTISTS HAVE REINFORCED THEIR POSITIONS IN 
THE HIGH METN. AMERICAN EMBASSY VEHICLE ENROUTE 
DAMASCUS TURNED BACK AT SOFAR MORNING SEP 28 BY 
SYRIAN TROOPS. HEAVY SHELLING REPORTED IN AREA. 

3. GROUND SITUATION ELSEWHERE. RELATIVE CALM IN 
BEIRUT SEP 27 FOLLOWED BY RENEWED VIOLENCE LATE IN 
DAY, INCLUDING HEAVY SHELLING ALONG CONFRONTATION LINE 
AND REPORTS OF KIDNAPINGS. HEAVY FIGHTING REPORTED 

IN COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, AND IN SUBURBS AT GALERIE 
SEMAAN, HADETH/LAYLAKI AND CHIY AH/AIN EL-RUMMANEH, 

WHERE 32 REPORTED KILLED. IN NORTH, WE UNDERSTAND 
DEFENDERS OF TRIPOLI EXTREMELY HARD PRESSED AND 
SECTIONS OF CITY PREVIOUSLY UNTOUCHED NOW BEING 
BOMBARDED. FIGHTING REPORTED ON TRIPOLI OUTSKIRTS AND 
NEAR ZGHORTA. 

4. SARKIS CONTINUES MEETINGS. CHAMOUN SAID HE AND 
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SARKIS DISCUSSED CEASE-FIRE POSSIBILITIES AND 
PALESTINIAN RETREAT FROM MOUNTAINS DURING SEP 27 
MEETING. L'ORIENT-LE JOUR CONJECTURES CHAMOUN MAY 
HAVE MODIFIED POSITION. FOR FIRST TIME, HE DID NOT 
CITE PALESTINIAN RETREAT FROM MOUNTAINS AS PRECONDITION 
TO CEASE-FIRE, SAYING INSTEAD PALESTINIAN PROPOSITION 
OF STEP-BY-STEP RETREAT, EVEN THOUGH "INSUFFICIENT" 

COULD BE BASIS FOR DISCUSSION. HE SAID 15 DAYS 
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SHOULD BE ENOUGH TIME FOR PALESTINIAN WITHDRAWALS. 

SARKIS ALSO MET WITH DEPUTY KAZEN EL-KHALIL. BOTH 
CHAMOUN AND KHALIL TOLD JOURNALISTS SARKIS PLACING 
IMMEDIATE EMPHASIS ON CEASE-FIRE AND LEBANESE/LEBANESE 
DIALOGUE RATHER THAN CABINET FORMATION, WHICH MAY BE 
DELAYED FOR SOME TIME. AL MOHARRIR SAYS KHALIL 
PREDICTED DECISIVE MILITARY ACTION IF DIALOGUE FAILS. 

KHALIL SAID SARKIS PLAN DOES NOT FORESEE ENTRY FRENCH 
TROOPS. HE SAID SARKIS IS FAVORABLE TO SUMMIT OF 
KING KHALED, ASSAD, SADAT AND HIMSELF IN EARLY 
OCTOBER. AN NAHAR EXPECTS NO PROGRESS ON LEBANESE- 
PALESTINIAN OR SYRIAN-PAT ESTTNT AN ISSUES BEFORE 
MEETING. SARKIS SCHEDULED MEET PIERRE GEMAYEL AND 
SPEAKER OF HOUSE KAMAL AL-ASSAD SEP 28. HASSAN SABRI 
KHOLI AND YOUAKIM MOUBARAK VERY ACTIVE SETTING UP 
MEETINGS BETWEEN SARKIS AND POLITICAL LEADERS IN WHAT 
L'ORIENT-LE JOUR SEES AS PREPARATION FOR DIALOGUE 
SESSIONS BETWEEN "LEBANESE FORCES" AND PALESTINIAN 
MILITANTS. KHOLI MET SEP 27 WITH ARAFAT AND MOUBARAK 
SAW RAYMOND EDDE TO DISCUSS TIME AND PLACE FOR 
MEETINGS WITH SARKIS. SAEB SALAM BELIEVES MUSEUM AREA 
TOO DANGEROUS AS MEETING SITE FOR SARKIS AND WEST 
BEIRUT LEADERS, SUGGEST INSTEAD OCCASIONAL MEETINGS 
WITH SARKIS AT CARLTON HOTEL IN WEST BEIRUT. 

5. PEACE-KEEPING FORCES. LEFTIST RADIO LEBANON SAYS HASAN 
SABRI KHOLI AND PARLIAMENTARY VICE-PRESIDENT MOUNIR 
ABU FADEL SEP 27 EXAMINED POSSIBLE USE OF EUROPEAN 
FORCES IN LEBANON AND ALTERNATE POSSIBILITY OF 
ENLARGEMENT OF AL FORCE UP TO 25,000 MEN. SAME 
STATION EDITORIZALIZED THAT IN VIEW GOOD FRENCH 
RELATIONS WITH ARAB STATES, FRENCH TROOPS WOULD BE 
ACCEPTABLE IF AL APPROVED. KHOLI SAID HE OPPOSES 
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IDEA OF NON- ARAB PEACE FORCE, PREFERRING TO REINFORCE 

AL FORCE TO "A FORCE OF INTERVENTION." HE DENIED 

PIERRE GEMAYEL'S ACCUSATION AL FORCES HAVENQEEN 

PARTIAL. AL KIFAH AL ARABI SAYS KFOUR FRONT HAS 

DEMANDED FRENCH TROOPS TO CREATE "BALANCE" WITH 

SYRIAN AND ARAB PEACE FORCES. JOURNAL SAYS FRENCH AMBASSADOR 

HAS DISCUSSED IDEA WITH JUNBLATT, ARAFAT AND KHOLI, BUT 

ENCOUNTERED RESERVATIONS. 

6. KATAEB CONGRESS. POLITICAL BUREAU OF KATAEB 
PARTY SEP 27 DECIDED TO CALL EXTRAORDINARY PARTY 
CONGRESS EARLY IN OCTOBER. AGENDA WILL FOCUS ON 
PAT .F.STTNIAN-T ,FB ANF.SE DIALOGUE AND COOPERATION WITH 
NEW SARKIS REGIME. 
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7. JUNBLATT ATTACKED? WAFA AND AFP SAY, KAMAL 
JUNBLATT HIMSELF REPORTEDLY HAS CONFIRMED, THAT SHIP 
(NOT EGYPTIAN, AS REPORTED SEP 27) CARRYING HIM FROM 
SIDON TO CYPRUS ATTACKED EARLY SEP 27 WHILE IN 
INTERNATIONAL WATERS BY ISRAEL GUNBOAT AND LATER BY 
ISRAELI HELICOPTER. NO ONE WOUNDED, THOUGH BOAT 
DAMAGED, AND CAPTAIN OF CYPRIOT REGISTRY BOAT SAID 
FORMALLY PROTESTING ATTACK. ISRAELIS DENY ATTACK. 
JUNBLATT NOW IN CAIRO WHERE HE MET SEP 27 WITH FM 
FAHMI AND IS SCHEDULED MEET SADAT. HE REPEATED 
DEMAND FOR SYRIAN WITHDRAWAL. L'ORIENT-LE JOUR 
REPORTS JUNBLATT ASKED FOR "ARAB POLITICAL INTERVENTION 
IN LEBANON GUIDED BY EGYPT IN ORDER THAT LEBANON NOT 
BE AT THE MERCY OF THE SYRIAN ARMY." IN BEIRUT, 

FOLLOWING MEETING OF NASSERIST LEADER QULAYLAT AND 
PALESTINIAN REJECTIONIST LEADERSHIP, SPOKESMAN SAID 
TWO GROUPS HAD IDENTICAL VIEWS ON CURRENT ISSUES 
(PRESUMABLY INCLUDING REFUSAL OF UNILATERAL WITHDRAWAL 
FROM MOUNTAINS AND INSISTENCE ON SYRIAN WITHDRAWAL AS 
PART OF ANY CEASE-FIRE). 

8. AIRPORT. AN NAHAR QUOTES HASAN SABRI KHOLI THAT 
REOPENING OF BEIRUT AIRPORT "FACING SOME DIFFICULTIES," 
DESPITE CONTINUE PRESENCE AL FORCES THERE. KHOLI 
SAID FROM TECHNICAL STANDPOINT AIRPORT COULD REOPEN 
WITHIN 48 HOURS, BUT ASSURANCES NEEDED THAT IT WILL 
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NOT BE SHELLED AND THAT IT BE OPEN TO ALL PARTIES. 

9. FRENCH MEDICINES ARRIVE. PRESS REPORTS 8.6 TONS 

OF MEDICINES, GIFT OF FRENCH GOVERNMENT, TURNED OVER 
TO MINISTER OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS GHASSAN TUEINI SEP 27 
AT JOUNIEH. SHIPMENT OF EQUAL SIZE SAID EXPECTED IN 
SIDON WITHIN FEW DAYS FOR USE IN WESTERN ZONE. 

LANE 
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